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Hervey Cleckley has been described as one of the most influential psychiatrists of the 20th
century1. His seminal work The Mask of Sanity formed the basis of modern-day
clinical-psychiatric and psychometric conceptualizations of the construct of psychopathy. It is
his lesser-known work, The Caricature of Love, published in 1957, that is perhaps his most
ambitious, thought-provoking, and philosophical work on the concept of pathological sexuality,
including (as he viewed it at the time writing in the late 1950’s), homosexuality. Indeed, as
Harrison Koehli has pointed out in his own discussion of this book, Cleckley viewed The
Caricature of Love as his best2.

https://www.jdhaltigan.com/p/the-caricature-of-love
https://open.substack.com/users/61362251-harrison-koehli?utm_source=mentions
https://ponerology.substack.com/p/in-the-margins-sex-and-psychopathy
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What I found most compelling about The Caricature of Love was his vast survey of how
pathologic sexuality, including what he termed ‘anti-sexuality’, has been historically depicted in
art, especially in the literary expressive form, and how such depiction of non-normative sexual
impulses and sexual practices, can become disseminated through a culture, acting inimically to
healthy cultural sexual development and threatening civilizational health and stability.

“Out of theoretical and unverifiable surmises currently upheld in some schools of
psychology and psychiatry, specious assumptions have emerged. Many of them promote
unnecessary confusion in the immature; some, I maintain, constitute an insidious and
unwarranted impeachment of orthodox sexual love.

If we define pathology as health, our search for health will be misleading. If we affirm that
smallpox and typhoid fever are normal physiologic manifestations, can we consistently
advocate vaccination or inoculation or even the following of ordinary levels of hygiene?”

"It is an old belief that sexual perversion thrives during the decadence of nations. Such a
belief probably cannot be tested by the methods of science. No more statistical evidence
for or against it is available today than a hundred, or two thousand, years ago."

Indeed, it struck me as presaging with remarkable clarity the type of non-normative,
age-inappropriate sexual content queer theorists, and queer theory genre authors, have
injected into the adolescent literary space via such books as the graphic novel Gender Queer and
It Feels So Good To Be Yourself. These and other similar works have understandably been the
subject of intense efforts to limit or restrict in taxpayer-funded public grade schools and library
venues by concerned parents and public officials. This ‘normalization’ of statistically deviant (to
put it technically) gender-confusion and associated sexual behavior has been undoubtedly
facilitated by professional medical, psychiatric, and psychological organizations, such as the
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the American Psychological Association (APA), who
have legitimized the dubious constructs of ‘gender identity’ and practice of ‘gender-affirming’
care, while also propagandizing both using low-quality science lacking in rigor and expert peer
review. Indeed, it's almost as if Cleckley saw the specter of gender ideology looming in the
future:

"This is one of the oldest and most obvious forms of casuistry. If we juggle with words,
and with facts, so loosely and romantically, is it surprising to find confident
announcements, in the name of science, that tax credulity?"

When sacred dogma has been rendered inaccessible to direct test, is it not possible that
insight may eventually emerge if we patiently observe this process of reductio ad
absurdum?
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Illustration from Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe

Illustration from It Feels Good to be Yourself by Theresa Thron
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Sexuality and Literature. In The Caricature of Love, Cleckley notes that the literary artists so
often heralded as possessing the greatest insight into mankind and the human condition are
often the ones whose work expresses deviant sexuality, disdain for women’s sexuality, as well
as a repudiation of healthy sexuality and the expression of love between man and woman. I
pointed out above how this is reflected in contemporary children’s ‘gender identity’ literature,
but Cleckley also drew on a wide swath of sources and examples from adult artists and adult
literature to illustrate how unconventional (and more strongly pathological) views on sex and
sexuality have been disseminated to the wider culture, often with the imprimatur or approval
of academic professional and bodies that proclaim such work as possessing immense scholarly
value or human wisdom. For example, in chapter 14, entitled “The Nobel Prize and the New
Hellas” Cleckley presents the example of Andre Gide who won the Nobel Prize for literature,
and specifically his work Corydon, of which Cleckley notes:

…Yet Gide is very serious. It is plain to anyone who reads Corydon that the writer is not
mischievously trying to see just how far the credulity of mortals can be stretched, or how
outlandish a premise a persuasive and articulate man can induce his more naive listeners
to swallow as fact.

More specifically:

Corydon insists that ‘the passionate attachment’ of boys and young men to older men,
whether or not these older men carry out complete homosexual acts with them, is far
more conducive to true virility and proper development than heterosexual love

Further, Cleckley notes that:

Gide argues vehemently that the orientations, relations, and standards just discussed
should not merely be tolerated but should be accepted officially as a natural and
biologically conventional way of life. Corydon devoutly urges such a change ‘for God’s
sake and for the good of the state.’ (15)

Cleckley then asks the reader:

To such a proposal, physicians and teachers of youth should have some reaction. This is
the unequivocal judgment of a writer regarded by our most distinguished critics with
reverent admiration, of an intellect certified, one might say, as among the greatest of our
century. Should ordinary citizens and parents be too humble to challenge such a
judgment? Should we assume that our distaste for Gide’s proposal can be explained only
by our limited capacity for artistic values? Or by our blindness to some superior esthetic
standard that is plain to greater spirits? Or, perhaps, by resistance caused only by our
unadmitted longings for the relations praised by Gide?

In turn, I would ask those reading this essay: Is not this state of affairs precisely where things
are in our culture with respect to the anti-science madness of gender ideology? Of the passive
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acceptance of the delusional notions that gender may be ‘fluid’ or ‘expansive’? Of the tacit
conveyance of this message to toddlers as young as 2 years of age? Of the normalization of
sexuality that is clearly non-normative or age-appropriate? Even directed at toddlers as young
as 2? That such thinking legitimizes propaganda that unnecessarily confuses adolescent youth
who then severely alter their physical body at the hands of willing surgeons?

Speaking further of Gide and similar literary artists, such as Oscar Wilde, who are revered for
their literary contributions, especially in the humanities and social sciences, Cleckley notes:

…The modest, introspective young student of the humanities may actually suffer
considerable confusion before he dares accept his own unassuming judgment as more
accurate than that of a loudly acclaimed poet and man of letters, of the greatest Athenian
philosopher, and of a Nobel Prize winner. Should it be discovered that the genius whose
works he is studying was a homosexual, what will our undeviated but sometimes still
insecure and dangerously impressionable adolescent make of such announcements that
psychiatry or psychology has proved scientifically* that homosexuality is normal? Is it
possible that some groping and confused teen-agers may be persuaded to accept as
esthetic gospel sad and cynical reactions to a specific illness?

*Cleckley italicized the word scientifically in the above quote.

A finical disdain for the normal and natural warmth of life seems deeply characteristic of
many who have become the high priests of culture in this paradoxical epoch.

Cleckley further observes, quoting Edith Hamilton in chapter 23 “The Fox and the Grapes”:

https://x.com/EndWokeness/status/1737988847953175002?s=20
https://x.com/EndWokeness/status/1737988847953175002?s=20
https://x.com/JeremyDBoreing/status/1737565272477769856?s=20
https://x.com/JeremyDBoreing/status/1737565272477769856?s=20
https://x.com/wesyang/status/1737414377668567104?s=20
https://x.com/wesyang/status/1737414377668567104?s=20
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My X post on this passage in TCOL.

Cleckley on Homosexuality: A Critical Appraisal. On the broader topic of homosexuality,
Cleckley’s writing clearly indicates he viewed homosexuality as pathologic; as a psychiatric
condition. However, I think Cleckley, ironically so, created his own ‘mini-caricature’ of
homosexuality on which he based his larger view of pathologic sexuality. That is, Cleckley
focused on a particular ‘class’ of male homosexual that one might describe in street language as
the ‘flamer’ prototype; the flamboyant, the garrulous, the histrionic, excessively effeminate and
sociable, rather than provide a generalized portrait of the personality characteristics and
interpersonal behavior of the ‘full population’ of homosexuals. This may be in part due to the
fact that at the time of his writing, only the former had come to the attention of clinicians and
the larger public. As the gay rights movement enjoyed success, and public acceptance of
homosexuality became more widespread, more and more homosexuals who otherwise may
have not disclosed their orientation did so, thus allowing a fuller characterization of the
personality and behavioral characteristics of the homosexual than would have been possible
during Cleckley’s time. I should stress here, however, that even in presenting a caricature of the
male homosexual, it is clear throughout Cleckley’s writing that he take a compassionate view of
their deviance, emphasizing their humanity in other domains of functioning and a need to
consider their condition (as he viewed it) as one deserving of compassion and humility, rather

https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!G1MP!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F78dac65d-5c1e-4ad6-abc6-107cf1d68766_1977x1580.jpeg
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/1529100616637616
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/1529100616637616
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than scorn and condescension. In short, he viewed the condition sympathetically as a practicing
psychiatrist.
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Indeed, the success of the gay rights movement to obtain equality and widespread acceptance of
homosexuality as something that was not pathologic had a consequence that perhaps few saw
on the horizon. As Andrew Sullivan has noted, the more fringe elements of the LGBTQ++++ (add
your additional text for esoteric identity here) and radical gender ideology movements have
undermined the original success of the gay rights movement by pushing the sorts of pathologic
and non-normative ‘liberatory’ sexuality that Cleckley was describing under the imprimatur of
the original gay rights movement (see also Janice Raymond’s The Transsexual Empire: The
Making of the She-Male for a similar critique of transgender ideology).

Sullivan piece link

Cleckley notes in chapter 19, “A Crusade to Nonsense”:

There are many styles in which life can be rejected, in which love can be portrayed in
bitter and unhappy caricature. Those who come forward to enlighten us on these subjects
usually seem to regard themselves as exponents of a precious freedom, as liberal thinkers
who boldly dare to strike off our shackles and guide us on the road to truth and bliss.

The larger public has unsurprisingly reacted to the infusion of children and adolescents’ media,
literature, and direct educational pedagogy with radical ‘liberatory’ gender ideology
sentiments, in addition to the performative displays of increasingly deviant sexual behavior in
children’s literature, on social media, and at ‘[Gay] Pride’ events, with strong derision, disdain,
and push back.

https://open.substack.com/users/12296303-andrew-sullivan?utm_source=mentions
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2018/01/sullivan-the-gay-rights-movement-is-undoing-its-best-work.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Transsexual_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Transsexual_Empire
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https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2018/01/sullivan-the-gay-rights-movement-is-undoing-its-best-work.html
https://x.com/EndWokeness/status/1737988847953175002?s=20
https://x.com/esanzi/status/1736933627739427092?s=20
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https://x.com/WallStreetSilv/status/1737534062187646984?s=20
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Social Conformity to Biological Reality: The Need for Constraint. Biological reality is the
recognition that there are only two sexes: man (male) and woman (female). It also is the
recognition that the statistically normative expression of sexual behavior is directed between
men and women. This statistical reality is, of course, grounded in evolutionary biology and the
need for the human species to propagate itself. Despite the acceptance of homosexuality as
socially acceptable and the recognition that it is likely mediated at least in part by genetic
influences, it remains ‘statistically deviant.’ In some contrast, modern-day notions of
transgender identity, gender fluidity, and gender expansivity are purely social phenomenon,
untethered from any biological or genetical reality. They may be best characterized as
personality psychology manifesting concurrent with other clinical psychopathology, especially
internalizing psychopathology and autism spectrum disorder psychopathology. Accordingly,
any healthy society must facilitate social conformity to biological reality in order to ensure
societal stability and civic efficiency for the polity. As American sociologist and cultural critic
Phillip Rieff pointed out, this is reflected in “God-Terms” that limit man to express everything he
may desire in his thoughts, feelings, and imaginations:

Passage from The Feeling Intellect, Phillip Rieff

Such limitation is necessary for “if all that counts is the gratification of the individual…":

Passage from Madness in the Streets: How Psychiatry and the Law Abandoned the Mentally Ill, Isaac &
Armat.
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The reader may note from the above the importance of classical organized religions in
facilitating this social conformity (e.g., Judeo-Christianity), as well as the contemporary dangers
faced by society not only in the context of an arguably post-religious culture, but also one in
which, as Fr Calvin Robinson has noted, religion itself has become corrupted by an ‘ideology of
compassion’ and a corrupted notion of inclusivity. This is especially playing out in the Catholic
church where Pope Francis’s new same-sex teaching and progressive views on sexuality have
alienated many within the church, leading to internal dissension. This weaponized ideology of
compassion and inclusivity has been used as a cudgel to abolish or mitigate traditional religious
doctrine which limits the expression of statistically deviant behavior under the pretense of
‘affirming one’s authentic self.’

Although not expressing directly the thoughts about, it is clear in The Caricature of Love that
Cleckley was concerned about an increasingly decadent culture in some decline due to what he
perceived as a perversion of normative patterns of sexual behavior and love between man and
woman, and its inculcation into society via artistic intellectuals, academic elites, and even the
credentialed mental health class who all portrayed or gave appearances of such behavior “as
achievements of exquisite discernment, as a precious wisdom available to only the elect, to
coteries of sexually distorted and often brilliant intellectuals who in each generation are drawn
together through veneration for the morbid.” Expressed in present day language we might say
it was intentionally meant to reflect a sort of higher state of being, a valorization of a particular
lifestyle amongst the most intellectually gifted, something to aspire to, or simply as nothing
more than statistically normative sexual behavior itself and completely ordinary, rather than
seeing it for what it was: the perversion of normative sexual behavior; the caricature of normal
sexual relations between man and woman. Cleckley writes:

This point may perhaps be worth noting: It has become the rule in psychiatric literature
to use terms such as “immature” or “archaic” in referring to pathologic sexual conduct or
even psychotically destructive activity in the adult. Such euphemisms may avoid
implication of disrespect or condemnation of a patient, attitudes which all agree are out
of place in medical relations. But sometimes real confusion is promoted by insistently
implying that any and every sort of criminal or pathologic behavior is normal for the
immature.

A Healthy Society Must Reinforce the Expression of Statistically Normative Sexual
Behavior. Such reinforcement is not just the emphasis of normal sexual relations between man
and woman, but also ensuring its normative contours are reflected in degree of expression as
well. That is, as Cleckley notes in chapter 25 “Medusa”:

The “wolf” or “Don Juan” who tries to have sexual relations with as many women as he
can is likely to reveal himself also as antisexual in some important respects. Somewhat
like the invert, he cannot really function as an adequate lover or wholehearted sexual
partner, nor can he find anyone whom he genuinely accepts as a mate. So he accumulates
disappointments and grows even more bitter in his convictions that love is a fraud and
that sex is eventually a bitter frustration. The great promiscuity of inverts is not a
contradiction, but rather a confirmation of the antisexuality that, I believe, is universal

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/08/the-judeo-christian-tradition-is-over/614812/
https://open.substack.com/users/16506756-fr-calvin-robinson?utm_source=mentions
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among them.

It’s remarkable to read The Caricature of Love, and recognize that so much of the current
ascendance of transgender ideology and the disseminating and propagandizing of it to the
public by radical ideologues in academia, media, and entertainment was well underway
decades ago before its emergence into the public consciousness. The seeds from which the
liberatory foundation of transgender ideology sprouts can be seen as a larger more profound
sense of ‘anti-sexuality’ and the rejection of the heteronormative expressions of sexuality and
love between a man and a woman that Cleckley so vividly describes.

When sensuous impulses become integrated with hate, disgust, or contempt, instead of
with positive feelings, we see the beginning of a deeply pathologic process. Here we have
not only a perversion of eroticism but a perversion also of other important human
capacities which become enlisted in the unnatural cause.

It is imperative for parents, educators, public intellectuals, and others to continue to push back
against psychopathological gender ideology and larger disdain for the normative expression of
sexuality and love that is confusing young children and adolescents, leading them to make
dangerous and irreversible changes to their body. More broadly, the propagandizing of gender
ideology also creates a culture premised on a narcissistic liberation from both biological
constraint and social convention. The recent creation of Bentkey, a subscription video service
for children, by Jeremy Boreing and platformed by The Daily Wire is precisely the sort of effort
that has the potential to mitigate and reverse the encroach of pathological sexuality in the
larger cultural milieu. Such ‘cultural righting’ efforts are crucial for children and adolescents,
who as Cleckley knew so well, are most vulnerable to the propagandizing of psychopathological
sexuality.
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